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Abstract 
The political changes that happened in Albania after the World War II were followed by changes in every direction. One of the 
areas which had substantial changes was the field of education. Education underwent a complete new organization getting 
completely alienated. In continuity of the private property ceased to exist, public education became fully subsidized and fully 
controlled by the state.  
Education Reform Law decided that Marxist-Leninist was the only obligated principle for all school texts. The Communist Party 
tried to educate children with hate for bourgeois culture traditions that come from foreign country. The school lost her freedom 
and her functions. She became a politic supplement. 
School was considered an institution that does not accept any kind of diversity. In the center of teaching is not the student, on the 
contrary, he was in a complete limited position and predetermined. At school, was not taken into consideration the variability of 
students in origin, psychological, intellect, heritage, environment and context, but they are looked upon like a group in military 
uniform. 
In many didactic manuals it is said that it does not exist only one way to teach others. In the education that was developed in the 
communist regime was not accepted the multi-methodology, but it was talked only of a literary method, rigid and obligated for 
all.  
Mono-methodology consisted of a teaching that was centered on the teacher who decides all the time for everything without ever 
getting into consideration the thoughts or the opinions of the students. The classes had total lack of interaction between students 
and teachers. This ideological platform impacted badly the school level, gaps in taking scientific knowledge and preparing 
independent students, capable to take independent decision. 
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The political changes that happened in Albania after the World War II were followed by changes in every direction. 
One of the areas which had substantial changes was the field of education. Education underwent a complete new 
organization getting completely alienated. In continuity of the private property ceased to exist, public education 
became fully subsidized and fully controlled by the state. The education system is in control of totalitarian state, and 
all children were under control of state. 
After the Communist party took the government priority was given to the education. 
1. First thing they opened many schools for children and adults who were analphabetic. In September 1949, the 
government voted a law requiring all people between the age of twelve and forty who could not read to attend 
classes in reading and writing. 
2. Second they organized the structure of schools to be a vital part of their society socialism concept. 
In 1946 Education Reform Law decided that Marxist-Leninist was the only obligated principle for all school texts. 
Every text in school, in each level, reflected the Communist ideology. The Communist Party tried to educate 
children with hate for bourgeois culture traditions that come from foreign country.  
Official statistics indicated that the regime made considerable progress in education. Illiteracy had been virtually 
eliminated by the late 1980s. From a total enrollment of less than 60,000 students at all levels in 1939, the number of 
students in all levels in 1987 was more than 750,000; also, there were more than 40,000 teachers in Albania. About 
47 percent of all students were female. The proportion of eighth-grade graduates who continued with some type of 
secondary education increased from 39 percent in 1980 to 73 percent in 1990, with no village reporting a figure 
below 56 percent. 
Beyond the information provided by official way she lost her freedom and her functions. She became a politic 
supplement. Schools, as all the other institutions in a totalitarian regime were submitted to a total pressure, control 
and total lack of democracy. 
School was considered an institution that does not accept any kind of diversity. In the center of teaching is not the 
student, on the contrary, he was in a complete limited position and predetermined. At school, was not taken into 
consideration the variability of students in origin, nor in the life patterns, psychological, intellect, heritage, 
intelligence, environment and context, gift, personality, practice, but they are looked upon like a group in military 
uniform. 
In many didactic manuals it is said that it does not exist only one way to teach others. In the education that was 
developed in the communist regime was not accepted the multi-methodology, but it was talked only of a literary 
method, rigid and obligated for all.  
Mono-methodology consisted of a teaching that was centered on the teacher who decides all the time for everything 
without ever getting into consideration the thoughts or the opinions of the students. The classes had total lack of 
interaction between students and teachers. 
Education as each institution in a totalitarian regime was the result of centralized decisions, rigid standardization and 
centralized control.  
The education system, however, cannot be denied that needs planning and specialist that take care to plan a plan that 
is very productive.  "The most famous theorists of learning process focus also in the role of planning in the learning 
process. This is the primary role of the strategists and especially, to those who plan for latter as they do not have the 
experience and expertise that possess the old planners (Wilson, K. G; 1997). 
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But in the case of schools during the communist regime it was not talked for planning of such kind, but for extreme 
control and restrictions. School was always under the control of the party. Constantly it was analyzed the way in 
which the schools "followed the path of the Party" and the line of Marxism in its performance. 
The methods used were such that the relation between the teacher and the student was not collective, interactive but 
individual. Even the way how the knowledge was controlled was very centralized. They were coordinated mainly in 
two types of classes, the first hours for explaining (lecturing), where the teacher talks all the time and the students 
keep silent, the second hour is when teacher exercised control especially to individuals that were distracted to the 
class and not taking into consideration the emotions of students who must respond in front of all the class, while all 
the other students others are completely passive. This method is considered the least efficient and valuable for 
teaching. The professor of University of Indiana, Reigeluth (Reigeluth, C. M. 1983), expresses his conviction that:  
"We need a new paradigm (model) of theoretical learning. The new paradigm has to be focused on the modification 
of teaching that promotes the student initiative and responsibility, teamwork, mental skills, cognitive skills and 
diversity ". 
The teaching methodology it was not at all elastic. The technique that was used resembled in a way the theory of BF 
theory Skinner (Skinner B.F; 1957), called the stimulus-response theory, which is based on the repetition of an 
action many times. This lead to a non-productive learning, but learning by heart (memorizing).   
All teaching system was built on rigid and stereotyped methods. The student had no right to select and transform the 
information. He bases the learning process relying on a cognitive structure (schema, mental models), not being able 
to "go beyond the given information". (Bruner, J. S. 1973) 
Repeatedly it was emphasized the fact that schools was preparing the students for the reality that waited for them. 
Thus school relates with the social development. Even Jerome Bruner (Bruner, J. S. 1971), in examining learning, 
searching the facts and the connections between them, went beyond cognitive development scheme, including even 
the importance of social and cultural aspects of learning and the application of rules. In totalitarian states it is not 
spoken about the relation between social aspect that is understood in Brunner but about a relation in political sense. 
Preparation and the linking of education with the social aspect it means school concept in service of politics. A 
school that indoctrinates students to make them ready so later they become members on the politics of the sole party. 
The school, instead of a knowledge and culture source it becomes a politicized institution that induces in mandatory 
ways certain political views, the sole party. The knowledge that the school offers to the students it aims the 
indoctrination of students leaving out the target of providing with knowledge and offering behavior patterns in the 
service of society (Nikolla, A.; 2013). 
The political govern that was decided in Albania after '44, like any other authoritarian govern, used the school as a 
tool to control the masses. The relation of school with politics was a relation of dependence and submission. School 
was completely politicized and not at all independent.  
Under the guise of high valuation for the education it was asked to give a great importance to its development by 
providing financial support for the opening of many schools.  
At first the Albanian education system was a bad copy of the Soviet system. Many textbooks used in schools, were 
translations of textbooks from Soviet Union. Russian language was the only foreign language permitted in School.  
In 1960, Albanian communist party (Albanian Labor Party) cut the relations with Soviet Union the education system 
was re-organized. The importance of communist regime was for pupils and students to become “educated” with the 
elements of ideological, communist moral and military education. 
4106   Anila Mullahi and Jostina Dhimitri /  Procedia - Social and Behavioral Sciences  174 ( 2015 )  4103 – 4107 
In the first 8 years of the education (elementary), that were mandatory, once in a week, the students directed by the 
teacher had the one that was called political information. In complete absurd way, in these days’ students red 
political articles from newspapers and teachers explained their meaning. In high school, as part of the general 
education program, one of the main subjects was called "Marxism". In this subject the students learn the ideologies. 
This course was an open propaganda to realize what was called ideological education. Repeatedly it was stated that 
the school intends for students to have a sound education and communist ideology. 
In high school part of program, in the last year, was another subject called “military”, where students learn how to 
use the arms against the enemy. One slogan of the time was “All the people are soldiers”.   
All the texts were completely indoctrinated and were filled with praise for the dictator and the totalitarianism was 
presented as a terrestrial paradise. Especially literature and philosophy were the subjects through it were achieved 
indoctrination. In school it was taught only literature of socialist realism. These literary works had a form that 
provoked the public emotions, with much pathos and positive energy. With subjects and complete simple narrative, 
that mythologized some new ideals, which were repeated and were depicted as eternal such as collectivity, 
mythologizing of sacrifices during the war, all the power of the leader, the Party as the source of life etc. The walls 
of schools and classrooms were filled with political slogans where was praised the party and the leader. 
Literature is often seen as one of the most efficient ways to synthesize ideas, predefined values, selected ideologies, 
often becoming the object of discussion for its unique nature and the relation that creates with the historic – life 
period. For this reason the entire literature of the tradition that was written by people who had not the same political 
ideas have or had as essential the freedom of individual and the creation of Democratic governs, disappeared from 
school textbooks. 
In education, as in every other aspect, there was no relative thought. Ideas were predetermined as were the position 
and attitude that teachers and students had to have. Universities, since they were separated by the universities of the 
world, often provided knowledge that was old. University was not considered as a scientific studies center, but they 
were only teaching institutions. In 1960, the universities education was expanded. The number of students doubled. 
Although repeatedly it was stated that the school was open, free and everyone had the right to pursue education at all 
levels, this was not true. Those who "had a bad biography" or "a stain on the biography" had no right to pursue 
university education. With bad biographies were all the students that were from families that had different political 
views from the ruling party, or that emanated from rich families. In this way universities education was limited and 
not at all opened. 
The education system was divided in four general categories: preschool, elementary school, high school and 
university studies. Apart this it was created even another school that was called the School of the Part, an institution 
where took part the ones that got prepared to be leaders of the party.  
The study in the institutes of higher education is organized in fulltime schooling for younger students and part-time 
for adults. All graduate students were obligated to serve a probationary period of nine months in industrial 
production and three months in military. The school in the totalitarian was completely in service of the govern 
politics, so all his content was submitted to the Marxist – Leninist point view.   
This ideological platform impacted badly the school level, gaps in taking scientific knowledge and preparing 
independent students, capable to take independent decision. 
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